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COLONEL JAMES D. LYND 
 

Colonel James D. Lynd is the vice-commander of the 940th Air Refueling Wing, Beale Air Force Base, Calif.  The Air 
Mobility Command-gained, Air Force Reserve Command wing’s mission is to maintain a state of combat readiness to 
support the U.S. global air refueling mission under various operations plans and or taskings requiring KC-135 
aircraft. 
 
Colonel Lynd graduated from South Dakota State University in May 1976, where he earned his commission as a 
second lieutenant through the Reserve Officer Training Corps.   He attended Undergraduate Navigator Training at 
Mather Air Force Base, Calif. in 1977. He completed Undergraduate Pilot Training at Williams Air Force Base, Arz. 
in November 1981. 
 
In civilian life, Colonel Lynd is a Boeing B-777 flight training instructor and proficiency check pilot for a 
commercial airline. 
 
EDUCATION: 
 
1976 South Dakota State University,  Bachelor of Science degree in Economics 
1980  Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Al. 
1985 Air Command & Staff College by correspondence 
1986 University of Southern California, Masters of Science degree in Systems Management 
1999  Air War College by correspondence 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
1. 1977, Undergraduate Navigator Training at Mather Air Force Base, Calif. 
2. 1977 - Fighter Lead In Training a Holloman Air Force Base, N.M. 
3. 1977 - F-4 Training at Homestead Air Force Base, Fla..  
4. 1978-1980 - F-4 Weapon Systems Officer, Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. 
5. 1981 - Undergraduate Pilot Training at Williams Air Force Base, Ariz.  
6. 1982 - KC-135 Combat Crew Training School at Castle Air Force Base, Calif. 
7. 1982-1984 – Pilot, EC-135C “Looking Glass,” Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
8. 1984 - 1989 - KC-10 Aircraft Commander, Flight Commander, Instructor Pilot, Tactics Officer, Evaluator Pilot, 
and Chief of KC-10 Standardization and Evaluation, 9th Air Refueling Squadron, 22 Air Refueling Wing, March Air 
Force Base, Calif. 
9. 1990-1994 – Flight Commander, Mission Commander, Instructor Pilot, Tactics Officer, Evaluator Pilot, and 
Assistant Chief of KC-10 Standardization and Evaluation, 79th Air Refueling Squadron, 452nd Air Mobility Wing, 
March Air Force Base, Calif. 
10. 1994 – 1997 -  Squadron Commander, 70th Air Refueling Squadron, 349th Air Mobility Wing, Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif. 
11. 1997-2000 – Individual Mobilization Augmentee, Air Operations Officer, HQ 15th Air Force, Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif. 
12. 2000-Present – Vice Commander, 940th Air Refueling Wing, Beale Air Force Base, Calif. 
 
 



 
FLIGHT INFORMATION: 
 
Rating:  Command Pilot 
Flight Hours:  More than 7,500 military and civilian 
Aircraft Flown:  KC-10, EC-135, KC-135A/E, MD-11, B-777, F-4, T-37, T-38 
 
 
AWARDS AND DECORATIONS: 
 
Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with two oak leaf clusters 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal with one device 
Armed Forces Service Medal 
Combat Readiness Medal with seven devices  
National Defense Service Medal 
Air Force Longevity Service Award with five oak leaf clusters 
Southwest Asia Service Medal with one device 
Air Force Training Ribbon 
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